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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

The attached sheet of drawings includes changes to Figure 3. These sheets, which 
include Figure 3, replace the original sheets including Fig. 3. Element 343 has been changed 
from "Messaging Server" to "Messaging Client" as indicated in the specification at least in 
paragraphs [0060], [0064] and [0078]. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheets 

Annotated Sheets Showing Changes 
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REMARKS 

The non-final Office Action, mailed August 13, 2007, considered claims 1-49. Claims 1- 
49 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 7,249,175 to 
Albert L. Donaldson, hereinafter i)owaW5'o«. 

By this amendment claims 1,10, 22, 39, 42 and 46 have been amended.^ No claims have 
been added or cancelled. Accordingly, claims 1-49 are pending, of which claims 1,10, 22, 39, 42 
and 46 are the only independent claims at issue. 

Initially, Applicants respectfully submit that the Donaldson reference does not qualify as 
anticipatory art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) at least with respect to claims 1-8 and 39-41. For a 
reference to qualify under 35 U.S.C. 102 as anticipatory art, the reference must teach every 
element of the claim (see MPEP 2131). As stated by the Examiner on p.3 of the Office Action, 
Donaldson does not teach the claim element of generating an appropriate connection response 
based on the address validation data, as recited in claim 1 . Thus, at least with respect to claim 1 
and dependent claims 2-8, as well as claim 39 which corresponds to claim 1, and its dependent 
claims 40-41, Donaldson does not qualify as anticipatory art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. 102(e) rejection to claims 1-8 
and 39-41 be withdrawn. 

The present invention is generally directed to indicating to a receiving computer system 
that the sending computer system is receiving connection responses from the receiving computer 
system. For example, claim 1 defines sending connection initiation data to a receiving computer 
system, the connection initiation data including a purported sending address. Next, claim 1 
defines receiving altered connection establishment data that includes address validation data and 
a random sequence of characters, such that the inclusion of the random sequence of characters 
substantially decreases the likelihood of providing an appropriate connection response without 
knowing that the random sequence of characters is to be provided in the connection response. 

Claim 1 further defines generating an appropriate connection response based on the 
address validation data and the random sequence of characters, the response including the 
random sequence of characters in a form recognized by the receiving computer system as an 



' Support for the amendments to the claims are found throughout the specification and previously presented claims, 
including but not limited to paragraphs [0053], [0055], [0056], [0058] and Figures 1-3. 
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appropriate form. Lastly, claim 1 defines sending the appropriate connection response data to the 
receiving computer system. 

Claim 10 is a method claim similar to claim 1, but from the perspective of a receiving 
computer system. Claim 39 is a computer program product claim generally corresponding to 
claim 1. Claim 42 is a computer program product claim generally corresponding to claim 10. 

Claim 22 is a method claim generally directed toward determining if a sending messaging 
server is authorized to send electronic messages for a sending domain. Claim 22 includes an act 
of receiving an electronic message purportedly sent from the sending domain, the electronic 
message including a random sequence of characters, such that the inclusion of the random 
sequence of characters substantially decreases the likelihood of providing an appropriate 
connection response without knowing that the random sequence of characters is to be provided in 
the connection response. 

Claim 22 further includes acts of examining a plurality of parameter values of the 
electronic message including the random sequence of characters to attempt to identify an actual 
sending side network address corresponding to a sending computer system, querying a name 
server for a list of network addresses authorized to send electronic messages for the sending 
domain, determining if the actual sending side network address is authorized to send electronic 
messages for the sending domain based on the query and on the inclusion of the random 
sequence of characters in a form recognized by the receiving domain as an appropriate form and 
providing results of the determination to an message classification module such that the message 
classification module can make a more reliable decision as to classifying the received electronic 
message. Claim 46 is a computer program product claim generally corresponding to claim 22. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the cited art of record does not anticipate or otherwise 
render the amended claims unpatentable for at least the reason that the cited art does not disclose, 
suggest, or enable each and every element of these claims. 

Donaldson describes a method and system for filtering undesirable email with forged, 
non-existent sender addresses, without sending a message to that sender (Abs.). A server or 
proxy establishes a connection to an authorized mail host of the domain in the received email 
during the protocol setup phase. The proxy uses the connection to determine if the mail host will 
accept mail for the sender's address (Col. 16:44-58). For example, ifsender@domain.com sends 
an email, before accepting the email and during the protocol setup phase, the receiving server 
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will send a query to the mail server for domain.com to determine whether domain.com will 
accept mail for sender. If the domain will accept mail for that sender, the message is flagged as 
legitimate and not spam. 

Donaldson^ however, fails to teach or suggest receiving altered connection establishment 
data that includes address validation data and a random sequence of characters, such that the 
inclusion of the random sequence of characters substantially decreases the likelihood of 
providing an appropriate connection response without knowing that the random sequence of 
characters is to be provided in the connection response, as recited in claim 1. Furthermore, 
Donaldson fails to teach or suggest generating an appropriate connection response based on the 
address validation data and the random sequence of characters, the response including the 
random sequence of characters in a form recognized by the receiving computer system as an 
appropriate form, as recited in claim 1. At least for either of these reasons, claim 1 patentably 
defines over the art of record. At least for either of these reasons, claims 10, 22, 39, 42 and 46 
also patentably define over the art of record. Since each of the dependent claims depend from 
one of claims 1,10, 22, 39, 42 and 46, each of the dependent claims also patentably define over 
the art of record for at least either of the same reasons. 

Although each of the dependent claims patentably define over the prior art of record for 
the same reasons as their corresponding base claims, many of the dependent claims also 
independently distinguish over the prior art of record. For example, the prior art of record fails to 
disclose or suggest generating an appropriate connection response wherein the appropriate 
connection response is selected from among resending the connection initiation data and sending 
a network packet with an appropriate acknowledgment sequence number, as recited in claim 6. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the other rejections to the 
claims are now moot and do not, therefore, need to be addressed individually at this time. It will 
be appreciated, however, that this should not be construed as Applicant acquiescing to any of the 
purported teachings or assertions made in the last action regarding the cited art or the pending 
application, including any official notice. Instead, Applicant reserves the right to challenge any 
of the purported teachings or assertions made in the last action at any appropriate time in the 
future, should the need arise. Furthermore, to the extent that the Examiner has relied on any 
Official Notice, explicitly or implicitly, Applicant specifically requests that the Examiner 
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provide references supporting the teachings officially noticed, as well as the required motivation 
or suggestion to combine the rehed upon notice with the other art of record. 

In the event that the Examiner finds remaining impediment to a prompt allowance of this 
application that may be clarified through a telephone interview, the Examiner is requested to 
contact the undersigned attorney at (801) 533-9800. 

Dated this 13^*" day of November, 2007. 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 



RICKD.NYDEGGER 
Registration No. 28,651 
GREGORY R. LUNT 
Registration No. 57,354 
Attomeys for AppHcant 
Customer No. 47973 
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